H A V E   Y O U R   FINAL SAY !

Draft Core Strategy 2011-2031 for Herefordshire

Consultation 4th March to 22April 2013

Here for Hereford has devised this questionnaire – it is not intended to be analysed by Here for Hereford and therefore it is up to you to complete and return it to the Council, with any further comments you may have. The address for your response is Local Development Framework, Licence Number - RRJX-TLSH-SCYH, Freepost - Forward Planning, Herefordshire Council, PO Box 4, Plough Lane, Hereford, HR4 0XH or email to ldf@herefordshire.gov.uk

Housing in Hereford.(Policy SS2)

Herefordshire Council proposes to build 6,500 new homes in Hereford in the plan period 2011-2031, to provide on average 325 houses p.a. In the last 15 years Hereford has grown by 220 homes p.a on average which is faster than the rest of the West Midlands (growth rates of 4% vs 3.75% respectively). This means that Hereford would grow by nearly 48% more than in recent years.  (Ref: GL Hearn, Report for Herefordshire Council, July 2011). The main strategic housing sites identified are at Lower Bullingham (1,000) Three Elms (1,000) Holmer West (500) and the urban village (800), with a further 3,200 homes to be allocated elsewhere in Hereford. In the last Consultation 84% of respondents were against this proposal.
Question 1:

Do you agree with the housing plans for Hereford? (tick one of the boxes)

	Strongly Agree:
	Agree:
	Not sure:
	Disagree:
	Strongly disagree:


	Add any further comments about your response here :




Transport : Inner Western Relief Road (Policy HD2)

Despite rejection of its movement policy in the 2010 Hereford Preferred Option consultation and the 2011 Consultation by 88% of respondents, Herefordshire Council continue to propose a “relief road” to the West of Hereford crossing the River Wye, a European SAC (Special Area of Conservation), just upstream of the City’s water intake. The road will not be a bypass as it is set to run through the new strategic housing estates and the Three Elms employment site, and it is planned to be a single carriageway road. The road is currently estimated to cost £115 million with part of the funding from a surcharge on each new property and the balance to come from public funds. 
Question 2.

Do you agree with an Inner Western Relief Road for Hereford? (tick one of the boxes)

	Strongly Agree:
	Agree:
	Not sure:
	Disagree:
	Strongly disagree:


	Add any further comments about your response here :




Sustainable Water Management and River Water Quality (Policy SD3 and SD4)
Herefordshire Council’s water study in 2009 showed that even after upgrading the sewerage treatment plants in Hereford in 2010/11, there would still only be a capacity for 3,500 new homes. The planned housing growth of 6,500 new homes in Hereford exceeds sewerage treatment capacity by 3,000 and could leave the River Wye at serious risk of pollution.

Question 3.

Do you agree that ““Development should not undermine the achievement of water quality targets for protected rivers within the county “. (Policy SD4 of Draft Core Strategy)
	Strongly Agree:
	Agree:
	Not sure:
	Disagree:
	Strongly disagree:


	NB: Both questions are being asked to avoid a suggestion of bias – please answer BOTH questions +

Add any further comments about your response here :




Hospital Provision / Bed Capacity

NHS Hereford has fewer beds overall (-15%) and fewer acute beds (-30%) per 1,000 population, than the NHS England average. There are no proposals to increase capacity at the Hereford County Hospital in the next 20 years despite the planned population growth. Core Strategy Objective 2 clearly identifies that new developments should positively contribute towards better access, provision and use of health facilities but no plan policies specifically require this. 
Question 4.

Do you agree that Core Strategy for Herefordshire should specifically include a policy to improve hospital bed capacity? (tick one of the boxes)

	Strongly Agree:
	Agree:
	Not sure:
	Disagree:
	Strongly disagree:


	Add any further comments about your response here :




Please feel free to add in writing any other views you may have on the plans and attach it with your completed questionnaire.

Name………………………………………………..



Date ………………..

Address…………………………………………….



Post code……………

……………………………………………………… 




See overleaf for the details of where to post or email this response when you have completed it – thank you
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